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In order to meet the increasing demand of oil and gas consumption, we need to go deeper water, harsher environment, remote areas 

and severe climate/condition to get what we want.  Do we really understand the challenges ahead of us and how we are going to 

deal with it? 
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A discussion regarding surface versus subsea solutions is necessary in order to understand the needs of the offshore industry when 

it is expanding into even more severe climate than the Northern North Sea and the Norwegian Sea, in to the Sub Arctic and Arctic 

regions.  Main emphasis will be on drilling, production, transport and maintenance challenges, leading to the conclusion that 

operations will have to take place in severe weather when working in the Arctic region. 
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In addition to the harsh environment, remoteness is believed to be one of the key challenges to be met as the subsea industry is 

moving North.  Environmental issues have been given a lot of attention in recent years, and possible solutions in many key areas have 

been sketched out.  Where wind chill is a challenge in the Arctic, head and sun are challenges in Africa.  This presentation focuses 

on the possible transfer of experience from operating in remote areas on the West Coast of Africa to operations in the Arctic and Sub 

Arctic.  There are many similarities between the two; transit distances from fabrication locations may be long, the local infrastructure 

is often poor, stand by and rescue service may be non existing and the local population is often indigenous. 
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Lessons Learned (2003-2006) Diving In Climate Extremes Sakhalin Island Russia 

The maturing and exhausting of the world's existing oilfields is increasing the difficulty and cost of hydrocarbon recovery. In order to 

replenish and maintain reserves portfolios Operators are venturing into more hostile climatic areas in an effort to achieve this goal. 

The presentation gives some insight into Shell's experience in Sakhalin over the past few years and gives examples of some the 

challenges encountered associated with the conducting of diving operations in the region. 
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Join the Society for Underwater Technology 

NOW as a Full Individual Member and you  

Can attend this evening meeting FREE 
The charge for Full Individual Membership is £65 p.a. and payment in full must accompany this application. 

To become a Full Individual Member of SUT, you must either: 

■ be aged over 21 years, and 

■ show a professional interest or experience in the field of underwater technology,  

■ be a graduate of a recognised university or hold a diploma from a recognised engineering institution 

     or a qualification of comparable status in a relevant branch of science or technology 

or: 

■ have held a post of responsibility in the field of underwater technology for not less than three years 

Note: If you are a staff member of an organisation that is a Corporate Member of the Society you can already enjoy all the advertised discounted 

member rates for meetings and publications. 
 

PLEASE PRINT APPLICATION FORM IN BLOCK CAPITALS OR TYPE 

Personal details 

First name(s): _____________________________________    Surname:_____________________________ 

 

Title: � Mr   � Mrs  � Ms    � Dr    �Other ________   Date of birth:           /          / 

 

Mailing address*:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Academic/vocational qualifications: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tel: _______________________   Fax: __________________   Email:________________________________ 

 

Current position: ______________________________________   Date of appointment:         /           / 

 

Relevant previous employers (with dates and positions held): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Interests 

�Diving   �Underwater vehicles    �Offshore structures  �Subsea systems 

�Underwater science �Underwater robotics   �Offshore site investigation �Environmental forces 

�Ocean resources   �Marine renewable energies  �Education and training  �Other (list) Specialising in: 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment 

� I enclose a cheque £________ (allowing for reductions or airmail surcharge) payable to the Society for Underwater Technology 

� I wish to pay by Visa/Mastercard/Switch (delete as applicable); please charge to my account 
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I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the details given above are correct. I hereby apply for election to/transfer of 

membership of the Society for Underwater Technology and agree to abide by the Articles of Association of the Society. 
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