
DECOMMISSIONING & ABANDONMENT 

(Sponsored by Shell’s Brent Decommissioning Project) 

Wednesday 4 November 2009 
Bar Opens: 1730   Lecture Start: 1800   Supper: 1930 
Hilton Treetops Hotel, Springfield Road, Aberdeen (parking is free)Hilton Treetops Hotel, Springfield Road, Aberdeen (parking is free)Hilton Treetops Hotel, Springfield Road, Aberdeen (parking is free)Hilton Treetops Hotel, Springfield Road, Aberdeen (parking is free)    

Chairman:  Keith Mayo, Head of Offshore Decommissioning Unit, DECCChairman:  Keith Mayo, Head of Offshore Decommissioning Unit, DECCChairman:  Keith Mayo, Head of Offshore Decommissioning Unit, DECCChairman:  Keith Mayo, Head of Offshore Decommissioning Unit, DECC    

 

Eamonn Sheehan, NWH Project Lead, BPEamonn Sheehan, NWH Project Lead, BPEamonn Sheehan, NWH Project Lead, BPEamonn Sheehan, NWH Project Lead, BP    

The NWH Topsides & Jacket was the single largest platform removed on the United Kingdom Continental 

shelf.  The project was completed on schedule, within budget and there were no serious recordable 

injuries or incidents.  This presentation and short video will summarise how this project was executed. 

 

The Challenges of Well Abandonment The Challenges of Well Abandonment The Challenges of Well Abandonment The Challenges of Well Abandonment ---- Steve Kirby, Consultant, Sasok Ltd Steve Kirby, Consultant, Sasok Ltd Steve Kirby, Consultant, Sasok Ltd Steve Kirby, Consultant, Sasok Ltd    

Current assessments of UKCS Decommissioning Liability may have significantly underestimated the 

challenges presented by the wells aspects.  Historically the focus has been on removal of structures and 

subsea infrastructure, less so on wells.  The latest published estimates of Decommissioning liability stand 

at £22 billion; wells alone could represent £5 - £15 billion.  The content of the presentation will cover the 

following areas: Conclusions of the O&GUK UK North Sea Well Abandonment Study Nov 2008, difficulties 

due to the lack of well architecture records, appropriate abandonment planning and organisational 

considerations. 

 

How to link Marine Salvage and Decommissioning How to link Marine Salvage and Decommissioning How to link Marine Salvage and Decommissioning How to link Marine Salvage and Decommissioning ---- Mr Bert van der Velden, Manager Innovation &  Mr Bert van der Velden, Manager Innovation &  Mr Bert van der Velden, Manager Innovation &  Mr Bert van der Velden, Manager Innovation & 

Business Development, SMIT SalvageBusiness Development, SMIT SalvageBusiness Development, SMIT SalvageBusiness Development, SMIT Salvage    

SMIT Salvage, as one of the four divisions of SMIT Internationale operates in the area of marine salvage, 

environmental care and wreck removal of vessels but also offshore structures.  Especially the Gulf of 

Mexico is known for its post Hurricane salvage emergency response and recovery projects.  SMIT 

explains how the salvage business relates to the decommissioning, heavy lift and subsea activities of the 

SMIT Group, how this contributes to the synergy within the divisions and the benefits for potential 

customers.  Further technological developments in the salvage industry are presented that could be 

deployed in offshore decommissioning projects as well (shipsaw cutting wire system). 

Ref. no. 4278A 

Sponsor: 

*NEW MEMBERS ATTEND FREE - Please see over* 

REGISTRATION FEES: SUT Members £15.00    Non-Members £25.00*   SUT Student Members: £5.00 

Please complete and return to: SUT, Innovation Centre, Exploration Drive, Bridge of Don, Aberdeen, AB23 8GX 

Fax: 01224 820236    Email: michele.ross@sut.org    Phone: 01224 823637   Online: www.events.sut.org.uk 

 

I will pay by cash                     cheque                          credit card                  We can only invoice for multiple registrations.     

Name___________________________________________________________________          SUT Member No_________________ 

Company______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________________________________________    

Tel No __________________________________________________   Fax No ______________________________________________ 

Email address  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card No: VISA or MASTER CARD ONLY. No: _________/ __________/__________/ __________     Exp._______/_______ 

Name on the Card  ______________________________________________________   Security No: ________________________ 

Billing Address if not as above __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Amount to be debited £ __________________________        Signature _________________________________________________ 



Join the Society for Underwater Technology 

NOW as a Full Individual Member and you  

Can attend this evening meeting FREE 
The charge for Full Individual Membership is £70 p.a. and payment in full must accompany this application. 

To become a Full Individual Member of SUT, you must either: 

■ be aged over 21 years, and 

■ show a professional interest or experience in the field of underwater technology,  

■ be a graduate of a recognised university or hold a diploma from a recognised engineering institution 

     or a qualification of comparable status in a relevant branch of science or technology 

or: 

■ have held a post of responsibility in the field of underwater technology for not less than three years 

Note: If you are a staff member of an organisation that is a Corporate Member of the Society you can already enjoy all the advertised discounted 

member rates for meetings and publications. 
 

PLEASE PRINT APPLICATION FORM IN BLOCK CAPITALS OR TYPE 

Personal details 

First name(s): _____________________________________    Surname:_____________________________ 

 

Title: � Mr   � Mrs  � Ms    � Dr    �Other ________   Date of birth:           /          / 

 

Mailing address*:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________   Postcode: _____________________________ 

 

Tel: ____________________  Fax:________________   Email: _______________________________ 

 

Academic/vocational qualifications: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Current employer: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________  Postcode: ____________________________ 

 

Tel: _______________________   Fax: __________________   Email:________________________________ 

 

Current position: ______________________________________   Date of appointment:         /           / 

 

Relevant previous employers (with dates and positions held): 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Interests 

�Diving   �Underwater vehicles    �Offshore structures  �Subsea systems 

�Underwater science �Underwater robotics   �Offshore site investigation �Environmental forces 

�Ocean resources   �Marine renewable energies  �Education and training  �Other (list) Specialising in: 

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Payment 

� I enclose a cheque £________ (allowing for reductions or airmail surcharge) payable to the Society for Underwater Technology 

� I wish to pay by Visa/Mastercard/Switch (delete as applicable); please charge to my account 

 

Card number: ___________________________  Issue Number (Switch cards only): ______/_____ 

 

Expiry date:     ___/___   Start date: ___/___  Security no: _______   Cardholder: ____________________________________ 

 

Billing address (if not as above): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Postcode:_________________     Date:       /       /        Signed:________________________________________________ 

Statement 
I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the details given above are correct. I hereby apply for election to/transfer of 

membership of the Society for Underwater Technology and agree to abide by the Articles of Association of the Society. 

 

Signed: ______________________________________   Date:         /            / 
Ref. no. 4278A 


